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Jeff (pictured at top), beloved GRF school horse, was deeply loved by 
the herd, our staff and the entire Equestrian Center community. He served 
our lesson program for many years and was the first horse for many of our 
students. Large and kind, Jeff was a horse you could always count on to 
keep his riders safe.

He was sound and beautiful at an impressive 32 years of age. His loss was 
unexpected. After a lovely morning of playing in the large arena, spending 
time turned out in the sunshine and eating his lunch, a sudden and 
unknown major medical event occurred, and he was down. Our vet was 
on site, and together we did everything we could, but he was not able to 
try to rise. He will be deeply missed by many.

Sweet Sonnet (pictured at right) injured the tendons in her remaining 
healthy leg. With a severe rotation in her other front leg and injury/
malformation in both hinds, the vet determined with us that she would 
not be able to heal and was in constant pain. 

Even with daily medication, her pain led to depression and lack of 
appetite, causing further physical decline. We made the difficult decision 
to release her from constant physical discomfort. 

Sonnet, in her late 20s, was a wonderful, kind mare beloved by our staff, 
and we honor her years of service to us and the community. She will be 
dearly missed by all. 

WITH HEAVY HEARTS, WE SAY GOODBYE TO JEFF AND SONNET.
GALLOPING INTO THE SUNSET 

    SAFE HARBOR FOR FIRE EVACUEES
In late October, 23 horses arrived from Step N Style Ranch in Silverado, private homes in Silverado and 
Trabuco canyons, and Large Animal Rescue Training. December’s fire brought a round of 17 evacuees 
from an area that lost many homes and barns. Thankfully, all were all able to return home and reunite 
with their loving owners. We hope our neighbors never face such a hardship again, but we will be here to 
ensure their horses have a safe place to stay if they do. 
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NEW BELLE
OF THE BALL

NEW STAFF 
Our new Equestrian Center Supervisor, 
Laura M. Cobarruviaz, is a California 
native who grew up riding and working 
with horses in the Bay Area but fell in 
love with Southern California. 

Laura’s passion for working and 
competing with horses began at a 
young age. In 2006, she started her 
own sport horse boarding, breeding 
and training facility, which she ran for 
10 years before moving to  

Washington State to be near family. 
She has experience as a clinic host, 
a rated show manager and a horse 
show judge, and was the director of 
equine services for one of the largest 
therapeutic riding centers in the 
U.S. She has extensive experience 
in teaching riders and developing 
horses in multiple riding disciplines. 
She has ridden and taught English 
and Western lessons, but her primary 
riding discipline now is dressage.

SHOUT OUT!
Thank you so much to the Saddle Club for 
its support and dedication to the Equestrian 
Center. Members generously donated the funds 
to purchase sand for winter preparations in our 
turnouts. Our horses will be happy, comfortable 
and mud free during the rainy season!

LESSONS 
COMING SOON 
We are in process of developing protocols that 
will allow us to reopen for lessons. When we are 
able, we will offer the following classes:

• Horsemanship
• Western 1
• Western 2
• Games & Trail
• English Riding 1
• English Riding 2
• Dressage
• Stable Management/Equine Care

Stay tuned for more detailed information about 
classes at the Equestrian Center! 

In October, we welcomed Belle, a large 20-year-
old Belgian draft/halflinger cross who will 
be able to carry heavier riders in our lesson 
program. She has lots of experience as a 
confidence-building horse on trails and loves to 
take care of her riders. She loves eating froggy 
gummy treats, lunch time, cuddles and being 
brushed and pampered. We love her, and we 
know you will, too!

LAURA COBARRUVIAZ, EC SUPERVISOR


